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I.—Forriean Po.trics. 


of the 17th April, referring to the continuance of dis- 

oo ec Se in Burma, says that Lord Dufferin 
committed a vo rigs in Bg that 
ould be conquered in the same way as India was. Unlike burma, 
agin divided ae a large number of States, and the English were able 
‘o accomplish their object by setting the Chiefs of those States one against 
another. Again, when the English came to this country, the Moghul 
Empire was 10 its decline, and oppressions were being committed which the 
people could not bear, and to escape from which they gladly made the 
English masters of the country. But Lal Singhs and Golap Singhs will not 
be found in Burma, and the Burmese, who are all of one race, were devotedly 
B sttached to Theebaw in spite of his oppressions. The Burmese, it is also 
clear, have no desire to exchange their broken roads for English railways. 
fven Burmese women are full of ardour in the cause of their country’s 
liberty. The people of Lower Burma, who have been British subjects for 
the last forty years, now feel ill-disposed towards English rule, The English 
Government has not yet been able to restore order in Burma. ‘There are 
n0 towns or large villages in that country, and so a speedy subjugation of 
the people does not seem possible. The Burmese cannot, indeed, stand 
before English troops in a regular encounter, but they can harass English 
troops as much as they like in guerilla warfare. The Burmese, it appears, 
vill not submit to the English, and all attempts to subjugate them will have 
the elect of converting burma into a tenantless wilderness. Government 
will therefore do well to set up on the throne of Burma a puppet prince of 
the Burmese Royal family, reserving all real power in its own hands, and to 
tuke from him in instalments the money spent on tbe Burmese war. Such 
an arrangement will satisfy the Burmese, and will in no way affect British 
prestige. That prestige is rather being impaired by this continued warfare 
with all its disagreeable incidents. It should’ not also be forgotten in this 


Burma. 


connection that a people subjugated after so fierce a struggle as these . 


Burmese are making will cherish eternal resentment against the conquering 
power, ‘There is Russia on one side of India, and there is France in 
Tonquin on the other. And who shall say that they will not invade India 
‘one and the same time? In view of such a contingency, the English 
Government should not produce discontent among Indians by continuing to 


ae their money like water in this very unpromising work of crushing the 
urmese, 


I].—Homse ApMINIstTRaTION. 
?. Acorrespondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 9th April, 
ae pee reports an increase . thefts and dacoities in 
abdivision of the Hepes goede = the Gyebanda subdivision of the Rungpore 
ubdivision of the Rungpore district. ae 
: “(he Mungpore “istrict. district. Four or five thefts have been com- 
Titted within a few days, and a dacoity has been committed at the house of 
4 Brahmin of Simulgori, and a Hindustani merchant of Nakaihat has been 
murdered, but the police has not succeeded in tracing the offenders, 
3. Referring to the forcible carrying off of Kamini Jelini by some 
20 Mahomedan budmashes of Nagarghatta, a 


Lawlessness in the Satkhira sub- 


SaHacHaR, 
April 17th, 1889. 


RunGpore Dix Pra- 
KASH 


April 9th, 1889. 


SULABH SAMACHAR 
oO KusupaHa. 


dion of the Khulne distr village situated within the jurisdiction of the 


Magura thana of the Satkhira subdivision of 
the Khulna district (see Weekly Report on Native Papers for week ending the 
20th April 1889, paragraph 10), the Sulabh Samachar o Kushdaha, of the 

19th April, says that lawlessness in the village will not cease until it is placed 
under the Satkhira thana. Nagarghatta is situated at a distance of 10 miles 


SULABH SAMACHAR O 
KvusHDaHA, 


April 19th, 1889. 
BANGABASI, 


April 2th, 1889, 


SANJIVANI, 
April 20th, 1889. 
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from the Magura thana, and Dhandia, Sanarganti, Sarulia, Sursa and Other 
villages to the west of Nagarghatta are under the Magura thana, and x, 
distance of 14 miles from it. But all these villages are situated a . 
distance of only five or six miles from Satkhira, and it would be better to p 
them under the jurisdiction of the nearer thana at Satkhira. It would 4, 
still better to establish an outpost at Saruliabazar, consisting of a jemad, 
and a few constables. Mr. B. De, the Magistrate of Khulna, is requests 
to attend to this matter. Baboo Surendra Nath Pal Chowdhory, the zemindy 
is also requested to direct the attention of his amlah to this matter, and to help 
in putting an end to the present state of lawlessness within his zemindari, 
4. The same paper reports that counterfeit coins are in circulation, 
P ie These coins are made of zinc, and cannot bea 
ounterfeit coins. . : ° “eet 
pressure. Cannot an inquiry be instituted 
into the manufacture of these counterfeit coins ? 
5. <A correspondent of the — of the ond ye reports that 
i a dacoity was committed at the honse 
a Kailas Sassdre Karmakar of Bhaturia, 
village in the Jessore district, The police has not yet succeeded in tracing 
the dacoits. 
6. The Sanjivani, of the 20th April, says that some boys of the Khulna 


Zillah School went to the local Government 
The District Superintendent of 


. arden in order to collect leaves and flowers 
ee for adorning their school-house on the occasion 
of the anniversary of the Jessore Khulna Sammilani Sabha, of which 
Mr. B. De, the District Magistrate, is the President. The garden was 
formerly occupied by Mr. Clay, but the District Superintendent, having a 
mind to rent it for his own use, has employed a man to keep watch there, 
This man warned the boys not to pluck flowers, but the boys told him that 


as the garden belonged to the Magistrate, they would not hear him, The 
garden-keeper still refused to allow them to pluck flowers. Thereupon the 
boys asked the man to come with them to the Magistrate’s Court. When 


_ the boys arrived near the school-house, one of them went into it in order 


to keep the flowers and leaves which they had already collected. Upon this 
the District Superintendent’s garden-keeper cried out—** Suar kd bachha 
bhdg jatad.” The insult exasperated the boys, and they assaulted him. The 
man went to his master, the District Superintendent, and lodged a complaint 
against the boys, Next day the District Superintendent came to the school 
with one Sub-Inspector, 20 constables, and the garden-keeper. Taking bis 
malee with him, the District Superintendent first went to the first class, and 
asked the malee to point out who had assaulted him. The malee pointed out 
two of the boys. But on the police saheb’s warning him (“* hushiari se dekho”) 
he pointed out two other boys. One of the two boys last pointed out is the 
son of Hari Das Babou, the District Engineer, and he was with his father 
when the assault is reported to have been committed. The District Superit 
tendent then went to the second class, where his malee identified two mote 
boys. The District Superintendent, thereupon, took the four boys to the 
District Magistrate in spite of the protest of the head-master. These boys 
have been placed before Baboo Bhubaneswar Singh the Deputy Magistrate, 
for trial on several very serious charges. As the case is sub-judice, nothing ca 
be said in or about it, But the proceedings of the District Superintendent 
have excited wonder. He has taken an active part in this case. He co 

have deputed an Inspector or a Sub-Inspector to make inquiries, but has 
not done so. The malee has made a mistake in the identification, and yet 
the poor boys have been hauled up before the Magistrate. The District 
Superinterdent had also no business to give his evidence in the ca8@-— 


seems that he is not well disposed towards school-boys, and is in this ¥) 
giving vent to his spleen against them, ey 


( 335 ) 


(b)— Working of the Courts, — : 


7 The Sarabhi o Patdkd, of the 18th April, says that the English 
nie ye judicial system is extremely complicated and 
Tho procent Jester’ system: expensive. omegey are not or PR “+ on 
fees and copying fees to pay, but also the fat bellies of pleaders, 
Me rere, court amla yt pee wel to fill. The result is that civil 
suitors are ruined, and criminal suitors, besides being pecuniarily ruined, run 
the additional risk of going to jail, = 
And is there no remedy for this evil P Reduction of court-fees and an 
nerease of the number of munsifs will no doubt slightly improve matters in 
‘ this respect, but will not touch the root of the evil, The real remedy will 
‘ein the substitution of the ancient and simple judicial system of the country, 
namely, the punchayet system, for the complicated English judicial system. 
Many people think that the law of British India has become so com- 
plicated that the punchayet system will be an anachronism in relation to it. 
But this complicated law is now the great bane of the country. Let there 
be, therefore, no more laws. People have had enough of laws. _ 
8. The Bangabdst, of the 20th April, draws the attention of the 
District Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs, of 
Relief works within the Diamond the Qommissioner of the Presidency Division, 
—anemeuee and of the Lieutenant-Governor to the follow- 
ing letter on the subject of the scarcity in the Diamond Harbour subdivi- 
sion — | 
“The District Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs asked the Deputy 
Magistrate of the Diamond Harbour subdivision to open relief works within 
the Mathurapore thana, adding that the relief works should be such as 
would not only 4fford relief to the present sufferers, but also prove useful in 
future. The Deputy Magistrate ordered the excavation of a hal and 
the construction of a road from Khari to Mathurapore. But this &hal will 
be the ruin of the people, and will be a cause of perpetual famine in that 
part of the district. This 4hal, instead of carrying off the surplus water of 


that port of the district, will admit flood water into it, and will thus be the © 


cause of its devastation. Nearly 6,000 people belonging to 50 or 60 villages 
requested the Deputy Magistrate to stop the excavation of the khal and 
to re-excavate the shal which extends from Mathurapur to the Patnighatta 
sluice gate. This latter khal was the proper outlet for surplus water, but 
tis now silted up. The Deputy Magistrate is vigorously pushing on the 
excavation of the Khari-Mathurapur khal and the construction of the road 
long it without paying any heed to the representations of so large a 
number of people. ‘The Deputy Baboo’s men are also taking the thal and 
the road over ¢#eca and Jakhraj lands, whose owners are unable in their 
pe istress to take the necessary proceedings for the recovery of their 
ads, 

_ The money which is being spent in relieving the. sufferings of. the 
distressed people is not being properly spent. Those really requiring 
telp are not getting this money. The people of the sub-division, therefore, 
‘ppeal to the Deputy Magistrate and the higher authorities to save them 
In their helpless condition by constructing works of public utility which will 
help in averting famine in future. 


(d)—Education. 


9. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 9th April, 
ig iuettional sppointment made by 18 sorry to find, that though many graduates 
é Spore District, Board. applied for the posts of Sub-Lospector of Schools 
maontly Created by the Rungpore District Board, the members of the Board 

" appointed their less educated favourites to:those posts, Some-of. the 
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men appointed by the Board have not even passed the Entrance Examing. 
tion, and they have been appointed in supersession of the superior claims of 
outsiders, on the very odd ground that the latter are not natives of the 
district and consequently do not possess any Knowledge or experience of it. 
But among the rejected candidates there were many competent natives of 
the district itself; and it is worth inquiring why their applications haye 


been rejected. The Inspector of Schools is requested to veto the appoint. 
ments. | 


bin, athe ih Watiity ii i 10. The Sabachar, of the, 17th April i 


Calcutta University. glad at the election of Mr. Tawney as Regis. 
trar of the Calcutta University. 


11. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the, 18th April, says that Government 


lected slain itself will benefit if the condition of the people, 


is bettered by the spread of technical educa. 
tion, Asa result of such improvement in the condition of the peopl, 


discontent will disappear from their minds, If Government leads the wa 
by establishing technical schools, the people themselves will hereafter 
establish such schools just as they have, following the example of Govern. 
ment, established schools and colleges for general education. 


12. The Bangabdsi, of the 20th April, agrees with Mr. Rowe in think. 
Canvassing in the Calcutta Univer. ing that the practice of canvassing, carried on 
sity. by the Fellows of the Calcutta University, 
should be put a stop to. The University isa learned body. Its Fellows form 
models of culture for this country, and guide the country’s educational system. 
If there is any place therefore where the disgraceful system of canvassing 
for selfich ends should not exist it is the Calcutta University. 


Positive mischief often arises from canvassing in the University. I 


isowing to canvassing that inferior men are often appointed University 
Examiners, 


13. The same paper approves of Sir Alfred Croft’s proposal to abolish 


. : the Hindu School and establish a technical 
ee school in the buildings now occupied by it, 
and observes that the instruction to be imparted in the technical schod 
should be of a strictly practical nature, that there should be no text 


books used in this school, and that lectures should be delivered in it 1 
Bengali. 


14. Referring to the proposal to place the Departmental Sub- 
canals iain Mianieinaiaans Inspectors of Schools under District Boards, 
* the Sanjtvant, of the 20th April, says that 
the proposed step should not be taken if all Middle Class Schools, English 
and Vernacular, are not also placed under those Boards. The work of 
inspection in the Middle Class Schools is now done chiefly by tt 
Sub-Inspectors, the Inspectors and Deputy Inspectors doing but @ vey 
small portion of it. That work will therefore seriously suffer if the connec 
tion of the. Departmental Sub-Inspectors with it is cut off by placing them 
under the District Boards, | 
15. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 22nd April, says that the 


ss dos ce teachers of village schools now think ther 
Instruction in village schools, au ty aii j ‘f the 4 alk Saialdin ih the st ndents 
to prepare at home, and if they punish those who do not learn those Jessons 
by boxing them on the ear or by making them stand up on benches. Bat 
this is a very bad system of instruction. The parents of village boys ** 
mostly ignorant men, who cannot help the latter in getting. up their lese00* 
They are also so occupied with their domestic and other. work that they 
bave hardly time to spare for their childrea. Many of them are 
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they cannot do without employing their children to do much 

pee ld eal which is the reason the latter do not get sufficient time 

wm prepare their lessons wt home, And eo, as matters now stand, parents 

d on teachers, and teachers depend on parents, and between them boys 

earn little or nothing. And when the Inspectors express their dissatisfac- 

tion with the unsatisfactory progress of the students, the teachers scratch 

their heads and say that the boys do nothing at home, an explanation which 
‘s readily accepted by the Inspectors. Tee 

This makes it very clear that in the villages the teachers ought to under- 
take sole charge of the education of the students. They should abandon 
the present English system of instruction, and in imitation of the system 
which is in vogue in tols and pathsalas should explain lessons, and make the 
boys learn them in their presence one day and examine them in those 
lesgons the next day. Progress under this system of instruction will be 
somewhat slow, but it will be very solid and satisfactory. Many mofussil 
teachers follow this system. The writer himself knows of a teacher who 
ged to make his students prepare their lessons in his presence even during 
the summer vacation, making them repeat his explanations of different 
passages several times. The result was that every boy sent up by him for 
examination was successful. 

The District and local Boards have now been entrusted with the 
management of village schools, As the members of those Boards are well 
acquainted with the condition of the villagers, it is hoped that they will 
wee that the system of instruction recommended here is introduced in the 
schools under their management. | 

16. The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd April, says that the Entrance, 

First Arts and B.A. Examinations of the 
The last exaininations of the Calcutta Calcutta University were held in the beginning 
— of February, but the results of those examina- 
tions are not out, although April is drawing to its close. If the number 
of candidates has increased, the number of examiners has also proportionately 
increased. This makes the efficiency of the University very clear indeed. 

17. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 24th April, says that the learned 
professions in this country are overstocked, 
people are too poor to find capital for trade, 
and the country 1s not yet ripe for joint-stock business. The only means 
left, therefore, for bettering the condition of the people is the spread of 
technical education. ‘Technical education will i the people to better 
their condition, and the result will be that perfect peace ‘will reign in the 
country. But Government pleads want of funds whenever it is asked to 
make arrangements for the spread of technical education. But if it bad 
felt any real affection for its Indian subjects, it could not have made so 
ridiculous an excuse. It has spent crores of rupees in the conquest of 
Burma in the interest of English merchants, and it pleads want of funds 
when it is asked to impart technical education ! 


Technical education. 


_ (e)—Locatl Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 19th April, complains 

ths etdieh Seenie ste that the roofed verandahs at the 'Nimtollah 

. burning gh&t, which were constructed: for the 

Purpose of providing a shelter.against sun and rain for those who go to 

“emate dead bodies, are occupied by the murdafarases to the great incon- 

venience of those for whom they were intended. ‘The murdafarases should 
accommodated in some other building. 
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19. The Sanjivant, of the “— so gg ag — Commission. 
wt | ers 0 cutta make a careful engy; 
The Calcutta Municipal Market. = 5 3 to the serious charges brought by Abisad 
Chandra Mallik of the Municipal Market against Mr. Jones, the Superin. 
tendent of that market. It is also reported that the members of the Baz 
Committee take articles from the shopkeepers at very low prices, and somp. 
times without paying for them. 

20. Referring to the ag — by or grag ing of 

aes the Serampore Municipality to the Liente. 
ee nant-Governor, asking him to appoint 
Chairman for that municipality, the same paper requests the Lieutenant. 
Governor to appoint as Chairman a non-official gentleman who enjoys the 
confidence of both the parties in the Municipal Board. 

21. Referring to the increase of the country’s sufferings from scarcity 
of water, and also to the increase in the nun. 
ber of fires all round, the same paper asks the 
District Boards to stop road-making for some time, and to devote the money 
which will be thus saved to the excavation of tanks. The members of the 
District Boards are for the most part natives, who will bring disgrace on the 
name of Local Self-Government if they knowingly neglect to remove the 
real wants and grievances of their countrymen. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


22. The Sanjtvant, of the 20th April, says that Act X of 1859 has been 
repealed in all the districts of Bengal except 
Fore rorting of Act X of 186910 Julpigoree, which isthe reason that rent suit 
tere are still tried in Julpigoree by Deputy Collec- 
tors. But the Deputy Collectors newly transferred to Julpigoree make mistekes 
in deciding rent suits. The zemindars, taluqdars, jotedars and other respecta- 
ble men in Julpigoree, baving been dissatisfied with the decision of rent suits by 
Deputy Collectors, prayed to the Lieutenant-Governor, two years ago, that 
rent suits might be ordered to be tried by Munsifs. It is reported that that 
petition is still under the consideration of Government, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor is requested to dispose it off in a manner which will meet the wishes 
of the petitioners. : 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and srrigation. 


28. The Surabhi o Patékd, of the 18th April, expresses the hope that 
the Eastern Bengal Railway Company will set 
the public mind at rest by publishing a true 
account of the recent accident near Madhanagar. 

24, The Sulabh Samachar o Kushdaha, of the 19th April, says that 
Calcutta firm has expressed its desire to construct 
a railway line from Baraset to Hasnabad, a vi 
lage on the south of Taki, in the Sunderbuss. 
This line may prove useful to the inhabitants of Basirhat, but it will be of 00 
use to the inhabitants of Satkhira. Ifthe line is constructed from Baraset 0 
Satkhira, it will prove useful to the inhabitants of the Basirhat and Satkhira 
subdivisions, and paddy, wood, mats, and other local produce will be largely 
exported by it. The distance from Baraset to Satkhira is the same 8 thal 
between Baraset and Hasnabad, but the number of passengers by whe 
former line will be very much larger than that by the latter line, and conse: 
quently the former will be more profitable. The former line will require ® 
bridge over the Ichamati river, but the cost of making it will be more. the? 


compensated by the larger income which will be derived from the 
traffic on it. 


Scarcity of water in the mofussil. 


The Madhanagar accident. 


A railway from Baraset to Hasna- 
bad in the Sunderbuns. 
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ing to the recent accident on the Madhanagar bridge on the 
cose Northern Bengal State Railway, the Bangabds, 


The Madhanagar accident. of the 20th April, observes as follows :~ 


No one sent any information regarding the number of persons killed 
wounded before the arrival of the Manager on the scene of the accident, 
andthe suppression of this information by the local officers has aroused 
suspicions in the public mind. Many people do not believe the official state- 
nent tbat there were only 73 passengers in the 11 carriages attached to the 
train, and that all the passengers were coolies booked for Assam. The 
‘ickets and chaprases of many coolie sirdars have been found on the scene of 
the accident, but not one of the sirdars has been found. The official reports 
tate that the sirdars have fled away into the surrounding villages, But is it 
possible to believe that a man can run away from a carriage which has been 
hurled furiously from a height of 21 feet? It is reported that there are still 
dead bodies under the wrecked carriages. The work of removing the debris 
should be therefore vigorously pushed on. An examination of the number 
of tickets sold will clear up all doubts about the number of persons who 
have met with death in this accident. 
The Manager of the Railway seems to have felt immense satisfaction 
in being able to report to the higher authorities that there were in the train 
only some Coolies, and no first or second class passengers, and he apparently 
expected that he would please the authorities by making such a report. 
But it would be extremely unfair to desist from inquiring into the causes 
of the accident, because some Coolies only have lost their lives in it. And 
itis only because some coolies and no respectable people were in the train 
that so fearful an accident has created no widespread sensation. But acci- 
dents equally fearful may happen to trains containing passengers of ao higher 
category than coolies, and no pains should be spared to make a careful 
inquiry into the causes of the Madhanagar accident. In the opinion of the 
writer the cause of the accident will be found to lie in the meter-gauge 
on which the line has been constructed. Eminent engineers have con- 
denned meter-gauge lines, on the ground that there is a great probabi- 
- lity of trains being blown off the rails on such lines. ‘The same warning 
| was given at the time of the construction of the Northern Bengal line, but 
Government paid no heed to it, and the result is this disastrous accident. 


26. The same paper says that 50 lakhs of rupees has been for the present 

_ sanctioned for the construction of a railway 

ry Moposed Assam-Burma Rail- Jing from Dhubri in Goalpara in Assam to 

Mandalay. ‘This line will be constructed 

solely in the interest of English merchants, and although the Indian people 

will derive no profit from it, the Indian Exchequer will have to bear all the 

‘xpenses of its construction at this time of financial difficulty. Mark how 
disinterested and kind to India are India’s English rulers. 

27. Referring to the recent railway. accident at Madhanagar, the 
Sanjtvant, of the 20th April, says that, accord- 
ing to the official account of the accident, the 
' Carriages were blown: off the line by a gale. 
“ut the local correspondent of this paper writes nothing about a gale. 
1, eport has also been received of any terrific gale having passed over 

attore and its neighbourhood. It is also very curious that, if there was 
* gale, all its violence was spent upon the train and not a tree felt ite force ! 
A correspondent of the same paper says that a sick passenger 

A death at the Nalhati station. was travelling by the Loop mail. His disease 


and 


The railway accident at Madha- 
dagar, 


became worse on the way, and he alighted 


: ne Nalhati railway station and remained on the platform on the night 
© 21st Februray. On the following morning, Baboos Kunja Lal Ghose 
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and Jogendta Nath Banerjee went to the station and found the may ta 
a moet deplorable condition. He was hungry, but was too weak to rise and 
go in search of food. The two gentlemen asked the officers of the stati, 
to send the poor man to the Ramporehat Hospital, und then went away to 
fetch some food for him, They returned half an hour after and found 4 
their astonishment that Kalu Mehter of the station had dragged the poor 
man to a place outside of the railway compound. The man was 4 
exhausted by this rough treatment that death seemed imminent. The may 
was now quite senseless and was groaning. On being asked why he had 
eo roughly handled the sick man, the mehter said that he had been ordered 
by the station master to remove the man beyond the railway fences. All the 
care and nursing of the gentlemen present were of no avail, and the poor 
man died within an hour. Kunja Baboo and Jogendra Baboo reported this 
brutal conduct of the station master to the Sub-divisional Officer of Rampore. 
h&t in a letter which ended thus :—‘In conclusion, we humbly pray you 
Honour will be pleased to consider whether the responsibility of the Railway 
Company ends with throwing a poor sick suffering passenger out of their 
compound.” Mr. Macpherson, the District Traffic Superintendent of the East 
Indian Railway, came to the Nalhati station to inquire into the matter, 
After asking three or four employés of the station what had happened, he & 
reported that Kunja Babu and Jogendra Babu had made a false - accusation, 
Mr. Macpherson did not think it necessary to ask those two gentlemen any- 
thing about the matter. A man loses his life, and the inquiry concerning 
the circumstances. of his death is finished in this off-hand manner, and thos 
that tried to save the life of the poor passenger are accused of making a 
false report, and attempts are being made to prosecute them ! 

Jogendra Babu and Kunja Babu asked the Subdivisional Officer of 
Ramporehat to make an inquiry, but he did not do so. It is reported that 
an attempt is being made to get these two Baboos punished for their bringing 
to light the improper conduct of their fellow railway employés. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is requested to inquire into the matter. 


(4) — General. 


29. The Sahachar, of Lg My th jet says that the evidence against 
r. Crawford is very strong, and the writer is 
- — sorry not only for him, but also for the Cini 
Service, which he has compromised. The Civilians are, as a rule, honest met, 
but certain black sheep have recently been found amongst them. ‘This s 
very bad. When ahigh officer like the Commissioner of a Division is given 
to corruption, corruption spreads down to the peon. 
The Secretary of State has expressed the opinion that all the Magistrates 
who received appointments by giving bribes should be dismissed. But as the 
Bombay Government had made a promise of pardon to those who, in givi0g 
evidence against Mr. Crawford, might incriminate themselves, Lord Cross bas 
left the matter to the discretion of that Government. This is the knottiest 
point in the case. It may be presumed against those who can give bribes that 
they will not scruple to take bribes. But it is also true that there are mta 
who, having obtained appointments by means of bribery, are strictly honest i 
all their subsequent proceedings. Such being the case, the Bombay Gor 
ernment should not dismise any of those mamlatdars who have, ander & pro 
mise of pardon from it, admitted having given bribes to Mr. Crawford, and wid 
may not be found on enquiry to have been guilty of dishonest practices alter- 
wards. After all, it will not look well for the Government to be Hog A 
in regard to these mamlatdars. For the strangest things happen in 
India and are acquiesced in. If the English Government in India had "3 
rigorously exacting inthe matter of official honesty and purity, aeisber 
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Ashley Eden nor Mr. Crawford could have remained so long in the Civil 
"Tt The Hindu Runjikd, of the 17th April, says that the result of the 
inquiry made by the Bengal Government into 
| the condition of the coolies proves the necessity 
of amending the Coolie Act in a form which the Emigrants Sanitation Bull 
gill not come up to. The Government of India should therefore soon take 
ap the coolie question. 
81, The same paper says that a high police officer is collecting infor- 
The police and the Congress move- mation regarding the Congress Committee 
ent in Bajshabye. recently appointed at Rampore Beauleah. 
The police is inquiring who are the members and who is the Secretary of 
the Committee, and what work has been done by them? Both the Gov- 
emment of India and the Under-Secretary of State for India have stated 
that they do not look with suspicion on the Congress movement. Why, then, 
is the police 80 concerned about the Congress movement in Rajshahye ? 
82, The Bharat Mitra, of the 18th April, referring to the Govern- 


. ment’s declaration that military expenditure 

er expenditure of Govern- cannot be reduced because the country is 

held with the aid of the army, says that this 

implies a distrust of the people on the part of Government. Government 

can safely reduce its military expenditure by availing itself of the services of 

native Volunteers, just as it has now proposed to avail itself of the services of 
the troops of the Native Princes. 


3838. The same paper says that Government should put an end to the 


es disturbances in Burma by keeping in its own 
hands only that portion of the country in 


which it has been able to restore order, and appointing a Burmese Prince to 
reign over the remaining portion of the country. 


34. The same paper cannot understand why the Secretary of State 
| a has rejected the very reasonable recommen- 
—— dation of the Finance Committee, that the 


Madras and Bombay Presidencies should be 


) oe under Lieutenant-Governors, like Bengal and the North-Western 
rovinces. 


30. The Praja Bandhu, of the 19th April, says that, in spite of the 


ee resolution of the Government of India, forbid- 
Mess Cotton ond eayons by ding Government officers to participate in the 


S _ collection of subscriptions for the promotion 
of political purposes of any kind, Messrs. Cotton and Buckland are collecting 


tubscriptions for the Lady Dufferin Fund from clerks in Government offices. 
Why does not the Lieutenant-Governor take notice of this ? Though the 
lady Dufferin Fund possesses no express political character, it has still got 
lwelf invested with a political complexion. Collection of subscriptions by 
Government officers is a very wrong thing, and it is hoped that Sir Steuart 
Bayley will attend to the matter. 

86. The same paper cannot understand why the Government of India 
has not attached due importance to the 
weighty letter sent to it by the Indian 
i Association on the subject of the condition of 
toolies. The Secretary of State should call upon the Viceroy to say whether 
not the facts and incidents related in that letter are true. | 

37. The Grdmbdst, of the 20th April, considers it very strange that 

whilst the whole country is literally sick of 
hearing stories of coolie oppression by the 
tea-planters and deceptive coolie recruiting 


The coolie question. 


Bang despatch on the coolie ques- 


a despatch on the coolie ques- 


HinDv RANJIEA, 
April 17th, 1889. 


Hinpv RANJIKA, 


BHaRaT MItTRA, 
April 18th, 1889. 


BuaRaT Mitra, 


BHARAT MITRA. 


PraJA BaNDHU, 
April 19th, 1889. 


PraJa BANDHU 


GRAMBAS), 
April 20th, 1889. 


BaNGaBAsl, 
April 20th, 1889. 


BANGABASI. 


SANJIVANI, 
April 20th, 1889. 


( 342 ) 


by coolie recruiters, the Government of India should write on this subject 
as if it never beard any of these stories. The love of the patriarchal 
Government of India for its subjects is indeed very deep ! 
88. The Bangabdsi, of the 20th April, says that the total income of 
: the 25 crores of people inhabiting India ;, 
r,pinancial condition of England and only one-fourth of the income of the 34 crore, 
ei of people inhabiting England, India j, 
therefore a very poor country compared with Bogland. But the public 
debt of England is decreasing and the public debt of India is increasing 
And in England, in spite of a deficit of 2 crores of rupees in the budget 
the Ministry has reduced many taxes and paid off 7% crores of the public 
debt. But no such thing has been or is even thought of being done in 
India. 
89. <A correspondent of the same paper says that a large number of 


men and cattle have died of choler 
Cholera in the Manteswar thana a and COW- 


ee pox, respectively, in the villages situated within 


the jurisdiction of the Manteswar thana ip 
the Burdwan district. Government is requested to send a medical man to 
the thana and to make a gratuitous distribution of medicines to the poor 
sufferers. 

40. The Sanjivani, of the 20th April, says that since the passing of 
Act I of 1882, six reports have been 
submitted to the Government of India on the 
working of that Actin the tea-gardens of Assam. Four out of these six 
reports show that the health of the coolies has been very unsatisfactory, and 
only two reports show that the death-rate in the tea-gardens was not higher 
than the death-rate outside of those gardens. But the explanation given 
by Dr. Eteson of even this low death-rate is not at all creditable to the 
tea-planters. Goverment has congratulated itself on this low death-rate 
and on the improvement in the health of the coolies, but all this 
was mainly due to improvement in the general health of the Province. Sir 
Charles Elliott, when Chief Commissioner of Assam, clearly admitted that 
the unsatisfactory condition of the health of the coolies, and the terrible 
mortality among them, formed a great blot on his administration; and Sir 
Charles, it is well known, failed, in spite of earnest efforts, to wipe out that 
blot. It is a pity that, having failed to wipe the blot out, Government is 
endeavouring to conceal the real facts of the case. 

The Indian Association has clearly shown that the birth-rate among 
coolies in the tea-gardens has decreased. But Government has neither 
refuted nor contradicted the statement. The Civil Surgeon of Dibrugurh 
has, however, corroborated this statement. It is not at all to the 
credit of the British Government that, though aware of the existence 
in the tea-gardens of the horrible and demoniacal practice of causing 
the death of coolie children by requiring their mothers to work so hard and 
so long that they cannot nurse or otherwise look after them, it has dose 
nothing to put down that practice. But Government has not only not done 
this, but it has clearly expressed itself to the eftect that the condition of the 
coolies, who have to sacrifice the lives of their dear children in earning their 
livelihood, is very satisfactory. This is, without doubt, a most heartless 
view of the matter. And the Government’s view, that the planters test 
their coolies well, will appear startling to those that know that, rather thao 
lose a farthing of their anticipated profit, they keep their labourers employ 
in such a way that the children of those labourers die of maternal neglect. 

It is not known whether Government will feel ashamed to rea wne 
despatch it has itself written to the Secretary of State. But the writer © 
pained to find that Government has exceeded the bounds of truth a” 


The despatch on the coolie question. 


( 343 ) 


honesty in expressing its opinion on so important a subject. Government 
has, indeed, by writing this despatch done harm to itself which its worst 
enemies could not have done. It is now generally believed that Government 
‘s standing in the way of the appointment of a Coolie Commission because it 
; anxious to prevent an exposure of the disgraceful conduct of its own 
countrymen in the Province of Assam. 
41, The same paper says that it has been officially announced that no 
Competitive Examination in the Pos- competitive examination will be held for ap- 
tal Department. pointments to the post of Postal Inspector, 
and observes that as competitive examinations have been introduced into all 
other public departments, it is not easy to understand why it has not been or 
hould not be, introduced into the Postal Department as well. Are the 
ublic then to understand that the authorities are unwilling to introduce 
competition into the Postal Department because it will prevent their un- 
worthy and incompetent friends and relatives from entering that Department ? 
42, The same paper says that despotism has not disappeared even 
under the British rule. That the tea-planter 
forces the coolie to work, the zemindar forcibly 
collects mathat from the ryot, the mahajan forcibly collects interest from his 
thatak, are all well-known facts. But Government officers forcing poor 
people to work, and punishing those that oppose them in doing 80, is a thing 
possible only in Assam. 
7 On the 11th November 1888 Baboo Dharani Dhar Barua, a tehsildar 
inthe Mangaldi subdivision, ordered Kalamani Mandal to repair a road 
within his jurisdiction. On receiving this order Kalamani Mandal forcibly 
employed some labourers who live in the Nisfikheraj mehals of Keshab 
Chandra Barua, situated in the Mangaldi subdivision of the Darrang district. 
e hearing that his ryots were being forcibly employed on the repair of roads, 
aboo Keshab Chandra addressed a letter to Kalamani Mandal, asking him 
tostop impressment, and threatening to punish him in the event of his not doing 
s0, Thereupon Kalamani Mandal reported to the Subdivisional Officer that 
Keshab Chandra had opposed him in the execution of his public duty 
and had threatened him with assault. It is clear that Kalamani brought 
these charges against Barua only in order to satisfy the grudge he bore 
against him for his interference with his highhanded proceedings. On 
receiving the report of the insignificant Mandal, Mr. Gait, the Subdivisional 
es issued a warrant against so respectable a man as Keshab Baboo, 
fined him Rs, 200. Keshab Baboo preferred an appeal to the Judge of 
¢ Assam Valley, but the Judge did not alter the sentence. The writer does 
aly that Keshab Baboo did an illegal act in writing to the Mandal 
- Ag forced his ryots to render begar service, he would beat bim and 
. + out of his estate. The Chief Commissioner of Assam is requested 
: put a stop to the practice of forced labour in his province. It is a barbarous 
oo and it ought not to continue longer under British rule. 
- The Navavibhdkar Sddhdréni, of the 22nd April, referring to the 
The Bombay Mamlatdars. recommendation of the Secretary of State, that 
hie on the Mamlatdars who admitted having given 
he ln Ag Crawford under a promise of pardon from Government should 
= aa gp » Says that this recommendation will hardly appear to be proper 
sory considered that even murderers who turn Queen’s evidence are 
sep Phi the Secretary of State has ordered their dismissal, they are 
“phe : ismissed. But the guilt of breach of promise will in some measure 
oe for if they are sent away on pension. 
+ The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd April, says that, though the 
The Crawhced cane: previous Governors of Bombay well knew 
Mr. Crawford’s character, they did not venture 
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to say anything against him. Everybody must therefore praise Lord 

the oa he iis taken in regard to that officer. If His Lordship had ve Pa 
at Mr. Crawford’s conduct, like his predecessors, Mr. Crawford would hay 
escaped with impunity this time too. But such conduct on the part oy 
Lord Reay would bave made the English Government infamous in the eyes 
of the world. As a rule, no good is derived from Commissions, and especial 
from Commissions appointed to try English officers. But the result of the 
Crawford Commission has been very satisfactory. The writer heartily thanks 
the Secretary of State for his just decision in the Crawford case. 


ILI.—LEGisLative. 


45. The Dacca Gazette, of the 22nd April, says that transportation fop 
life is no punishment for the budmash, who cay 
live comfortably in the Andamans and cap 
even marry and have children, &c. It is, however, a very severe punishment 
for the poor innocent relatives of the convict, who have to mourn his logs aj} 
their lives, and whose very living may be jeopardised by his leaving them, 
And if itis at all a punishment for the convict himself, it is punishment fo 
so short a time that it constitutes no expiation whatever of the sin for which he 
has been punished. ‘This punishment should therefore be abolished from the 
Indian criminal law, like the punishment of death (see Weekly Report on 
Native Papers for week ending the 20th April, 1889, paragraph 87), and 
imprisonment for 25 years should take its place. 


Transportation for life. 


1V.—Native States. 


46. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 16th April, referring to the 
statement made in the Proneer that Cashmere 
will not be annexed, but simply placed under 
a Council of Regency with Colonel Nisbet as its President, says that to do 
this would be to virtually destroy the independence of that State, For 
the members of the proposed Council, be they ever so able, will be obliged. 
to act as they will be bid by Colonel Nisbet. So it is clear that, in 
order to stop the mouths of those who are against annexing Cashmere, tbe 
Maharajah will be kept as a puppet on the throne, and all real power will 
be taken away from him. But the question is, has Government proved 
that tbe Maharajah has been guilty of any crime, and that the interests of 
his State demand that he should be deprived of his powers? The establish 
ment of a Council of Regency without such proof will create the impression 
in the public mind that Government is making use of a mere. pretext 
to annex Cashmere, and will also shake the confidence of the Native 
Princes in the Government. 


But supposing the Maharajah is guilty, why should his innocent 
subjects suffer for his fault? If heis guilty, let some other prince of the 
family of Golap Singh be set up on the throne. Mulhar Rao was deposed, 
but his State was not annexed. Lord Lansdowne, though young in years 
must be old in political wisdom. Had it not been so, he would not have 
been appointed Viceroy of India. But he is new to this country, and he | 
is being guided by the advice of his Councillors. It is of the utmo# 
importance, however, that he should exercise his own independent judgment 
in so important a matter as this. 


The real fact seems to be that the English Government desires 
annex Cashmere, and that the Council of Regency is but the thin end of the 


wedge. 
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V.—ProsPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.’ : 
47, The Surabhi o Pataka, of the 18th April, says that great scarcity sonasm o Parana, 


revails in the southern portion of the 24j- Apri 18th, 180. 
scatty in the 24-Borgunadhe Pergunnahe district. Rice is scarce, and people 
~annot afford themselves two meals in the day. The newspapers are 
iblishing information regarding this scarcity, but strange to say Govern- 
ment is taking 00 gr of the ga Government is requested. not to 
elief operations till it is too late. . , 
78, The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd April, has heard it said that great dae Shad, 1008. 
scarcity prevails in the Contai and Tumlook 
sub-divisions of the Midnapore district; but 
the people of those sub-divisions are nevertheless not found to be averse 
0 indulge in litigation. There are three Munsiffs and two Deputy 
Magistrates in those two sub-divisions, and they find their hands more 
than full, Three Munsiffs are not found even in the head-quarters of 
districts. It is impossible to believe these rumours of scarcity in the two 
sub-divisions from which rice is also exported every day by the river Hughii, 


Distress in Contai and Tumlook. 


VI,—MIscELLANEOUS. 


49. The Sahachar, of the 17th April, says that the zemindars do not =| “ts 
: | now excavate tanks and the ryotsdo not pay ~~ =’ 
money to the zemindars for securing the right 
of excavating tanks, and it is useless to ask Government to construct 
tanks, Under these circumstances, it is for the Municipalities and District 
Boards to excavate tanks. Many tanks, excavated by the great Rajah 
Man Singha in Moghul times, still exist, but they have been taken by the 
zemindars. But they are in reality Government property. A Bill should 
be introduced into the Bengal Council, authorising Municipalities and 
District Boards to excavate tanks. The same authority should also be given 
to punchayets in those villages in which the Chowkidari Act: is in force. 
Let Municipalities lend money to private persons at low rates of interest 
for the excavation of tanks, and let them compel owners and others to use 
tanks constructed with their money in strict accordance with their instruction. 
People are now in the babit of fouling tanks whose water they drink. 
This practice is likely to disappear with the diffusion of sanitary 
tducation in the country. , 
Hinduism still retains its vitality, and Hindus still distribute large 
‘ims of money on the occasion of festivals and ceremonies. Let all 
moneys which are given for the Barwari Puja on the occasion of marriages 
¢henceforward applied to the purpose of excavating tanks in the villages. 
50. The Hinds Ranjika, of the 17th April, says, ‘a durbar was held 220 Rawma, 
The durber at Belvedere by the Lieutenant-Governor at Belvedere, on 9“? 
| huapiny Wednesday last. The new Rajahs &c., 
mend their khilluts on that day. The Pundits, Moulavis, Rai Bahadurs 
si Khan Bahadurs were all addressed in a body in one speech; the Rajahs 
Tak all Separately addressed. Addressing our Rajah Sasisekhareswar of 
eH aay the Lieutenant-Governor said—* Your noble descent and social 
’ has derived additional lustre from your efforts for spreading a knowledge 
Ggenculture among the ryots of this province. The attention of the 
= ‘Toment of India was drawn to your noble efforts inthat behalf, and it 
ot seo conferred upon you the title of Rajah. I hope you will live to 
7 this honour fora long time.’ We were already calling the Rajah 
Jah. Government used not to call him Rajah; it now calls him 
hope that this his acquisition of honour at the hands of Govern- 
be cause for regret to the public in general.” 
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51, . The Surdbhé o Pardkd, of the 18th April, thinks that there can}, 
Effects of English rule on the health 00 doubt that the health of the people of thi, 
Cee eae ey: country is deteriorating on account of thei, 
adoption of foreign modes of living and habits of work to which they hays 
been hitherto strangers. A country’s established modes of living ang 
business habits are such as have been proved by long experience to be suitab}, 
to it, and any departure from such modes and habits must be extremely 
unwise. That such departure is injurious to health is clearly shown by th 
fact that, leaving aside the question of epidemic diseases, to which ql 
classes are equally liable, the higher classes in this country, who have largely 
adopted European modes of living, are now found to be more liable to attack: 
of disease than the lower classes. Working at office from 10 a.m. to5 py 
and attending office all the year round with too much clothing on, and rf. 
maining scantily clad before and after office hours, are things extremely injury. 
ous to the health of the people of a hot country like India. Before the establish. 
ment of British rule, the people of this country used to work in all seasons, with 
the single exception of the cold months, in the morning and in the evening, 
devoting the middle part of the day to rest. Few people take any thought 
of the serious deterioration of health which follows from such a violent 
alteration of dressing and working habits as these. 
52. The Bangabds, of the 20th April, thanks both Sir Steuart Bayley 
Disputes in certain zemindar 90d Mr. Edgar for the trouble they have taken 
families, to bring about an amicable settlement of 
disputes between the members of some of the leading zemindar families in 
Bengal, and asks, Cannot the Burdwan quarrel be similarly settled out 
of Court through some kind intervention of this kind ? 
53. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the ravages of 
Ravages of tigers at Pandua in the tigers at Pandua, in the. district of Hughli. 
aEEgne Gieteiet. One tiger has been killed and another is stil 
at large. : She 
54. The Sanjivant, of the en April, thanks both Sir Steuart Bay 
as and Mr. Edgar for their attempt to make al 
oe een ee Re amicable ne rca of the dispute in the Paik- 
para family. The Paikpara family will ever remain grateful to:His Honour 
and his Chief Secretary. = 
55. Referring to Sir John Gorat’s remarks about the political charac- 
A La Wa ter of the Calcutta Review and Mr. Phillips: 
connection with that magazine, the same paptt 
requests Lord Lansdowne to see that political articles giving expression 0 
race antagonism do not find a place in that journal, ae 
56. The same paper has the following :—On the 81st Chaitra last, # 
Ac gentleman reported to the writer that some 
ab coolie-recruiters were forcibly taking some 
unwilling coolies from the Calcutta maidan, to acoolie depot. The wnter 
at once eent an agent to the spot, and the agent found some 60 or 70 coolies 00 
the maidan close to the Tramways Company’s depot at Chowringhee. Ther? 
were at that place some sirdars and coolie-recruiters and Rajkoms 
Makherji of the coolie depdt of Hiralal Mukherji. The ghastly looks.of the 
famished men, women and children would have awakened pity in anyone ¥ 
saw them. Their emaciated appearance and hungry looks took the agent 80 
The coolie-recruiters have hit upon Ganjam and the neighbouring & i 
for purposes of recruitment. These Ganjam coolies were brought over 0 
understanding that they would be provided with employment 12 Calcul 
But when they came to Calcutta they learnt to their amazement pag 
would be seat on to Assam. This information was sent to Babu Dwarika 
Ganguli, the Assistant Secretary to the Indian Association, who 
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ad them lodged in the office. of the Indian Association. Bat 
rege en were at their heels, and at dead of night they managed to 
a them removed. Mr. Lambert and the Superintendent of the Division 
a much help to the rescuers. But the same thing cannot be said of the 
Oct subordinates. The recruiters at last managed to take these coolies to 


‘The question now arises, how could the police. permit coolies: to go 
tp Assam most of whom were reduced to skeletons, and who: were sure to 
eon the way? ‘The Inspector of Police himself remarked regarding the 
children that they had only bones left. These coolies will be sent to Sylhet 
or Cachar. The writer has heard from an. officer of a tea-garden in Sylhet 
hat out of 1,600 or 1,700 coolies recruited from Ganjam, three or four 
hundred have died of cholera. It is therefore difficult to understand why 
these coolie, who were in a moribund condition, were permitted to go to 
Assam. Government is requested also to inquire why the officers of the 
detective police were with the depdt managers on the Strand. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is requested to make a careful inquiry into the circum- 
stances which brought the unwilling coolies to the coolie depdt. These 
moribund coolies have certainly been decoyed to the tea-gardens, and most 
of them will die on their way to Assam. And if they die, no one will be 
responsible for their death. It is a disgrace of the British rule that things 
like these can happen under it and are not stopped. ot 
57. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 22nd April, writing 
from Akyab, complains that all necessary 
~—_ medicines cannot be found in the municipal 
hospital at that place. Akyab being a sandy place, situated on the seashore, 
no water remains in the tanks in that town, and, the townspeople have to 
depend entirely on well:water. But the wells have lost almost all their water 
this year, and the little water that 19. left at the bottom is so muddy. and foul 
as to excite loathing. 
58. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 22nd April,. says. that: the 
hs Cnlentte: Peddie Tihen Calcutta Public Library will :work well if it.is 
- constituted in the manner proposed by the 
Committee which was appointed to suggest how it should be constituted. _ 
59. The same paper says that Mr. Phillips is a great Bengali hater. 
Mr. Phillips. The educated Bengali is his eyesore. He is 


such a gentleman that he did not fail to abuse 
Baboo Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in the preface to his Koglish translation 


of that Bengali novelist’s Kapal Kundala. He is also very vain of his 
learning, and he is always finding fault with the Judges of the High Oourt. 
Under his editorship, the Calcutta Review has become a political magazine, 


and the connexion of any Government officer with any political magazine or 
journal is against the law. 


Assam Papers. 


60. The Silchar, of the 9th April, has learnt from a correspondent, 


Map writing from lLakshmipore, that cholera 
" ree Se prevails at Kamranga, Madhan, Labak, and 
other places, and that ten persons have already died. The writer has always 


jeommended that a dispensary should be established at Lakshmipore, but 
.~ “¢puty Commissioner has paid no attention to the subject. Many persons 
| “e of cholera every year ip that part. 

1. The Paridarshak, of the 15th April, says that the questions set 


The Midale Y _. atthe Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examin- 
Rtamination in Avene Scholarship ation in Assam this year were very difficult. 


ee ee 


The paper on Mental Arithmetic was 
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articularly stiff, and a candidates have failed to answer the questions 
The | ag of Public Instruction isthe moderator. Did he look over th, 
uestion : 
’ 62. The same paper ae pe prion we of go at Moulvi Baza, 
) and the neighbouring places in Sylhet. 
Cholera at Maulvi Bazar in Syihet. large number of persons have died and * 
still dying of that disease for want of medical aid. The Subdivisions 
Officer of Moulavi Bazar is requested to send cholera pills into the Villages, 
68. The same paper recommends the abolition of the post of Direct 
of Agriculture for Assam. The Directo, 
alt Director of Agricalture for draws a monthly salary of Rs. 1,000 and, 
monthly allowance of Rs. 250, but he does 
nothing besides making up rose-coloured reports on the prospects of the 
crops from the very brief notes which are supplied to him by the distric 
officers. He has under him three clerks drawing Rs. 100, Rs. 50 and Re, 3 
respectively. The people of Assam are wailing in distress, but he does not 
personally inspect their condition. If Government does not think it right to 
maintain a civilian who has nothing to do, it should at once abolish the post, 
64. The same paper protests on behalf of the people of Assam in 
general, and of the people of Sylhet in parti. 


roams hers cular, against the rumoured appointment of 


Mr. FitzPatrick as Resident at Hyderabad. Mr. FitzPatrick has been 
only eighteen months in Assam, and he should on no account be sent away 
from the province so soon. Mr. FitzPatrick has by his largeness of heart 
gained immense popularity, and it was expected that when he had gained 
experience of the province he would be able to administer it in a way which 
would efface from the minds of its — the painful memory of Mr. Ward's 


administration. A good man will be probably sent as Mr. FitzPatrick’ 
successor, but it will take the new man at least two years to acquires 
sufficient knowledge of the country and its people, and within that time the 
present misery of the country may increase beyond measure. It will be most 
unwise for Government to transfer Mr. FitzPatrick at this critical time. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSUATOR’s OFFICE, 
The 27th April 1889. 


W.Le B. & others—Bengal Sect. Press.— Reg. No. 6850—68—1-5-89 


